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company for the commodities they supply, nor even by
his paying his local authority for water supplied by it:
why then should it be raised by his paying his local
authority for taking that water away in drains when he
has done with it ?

Attacks on the equity of the rating system have
almost always related not to the "beneficial" services
but to what have been called the "onerous " services,
of which the relief of the poor and education are the
most important and perhaps the purest examples. An
" onerous " local service is one which is regarded as a
burden because it is not worth to the local taxpayers
what it costs them. The ratepayers of a town demand
with menaces that their town council shall spend some
more of their money on tarring the roads to keep down
motor dust, because they think they will be more
comfortable if they secure immunity from dust,
although they have to abandon some other good thing
in consequence of the expenditure in this direction.
But when they spend more money on the poor or on
education they do it because it is their rather painful
duty, or because the Local Government Board says
they must, or because the Board of Education says it
will take away their grants if they do not do it. There
is no suggestion that these services are paid for by the
persons who benefit in proportion to the cost of serving
them.

The prevalent ideal of equity in regard to the expenses
of such services in the abstract is that people should
be taxed according to their ability. If the British
parliament were legislating for Mars and Saturn
with no knowledge of the present system of taxation
in existence there, this is the ideal which would be set